
It’s about !nding ways of sustaining the cultural, social and 
economic growth of the city at a rate of energy consumption 
that is both sustainable and acceptably damaging to its 
environment (given that anything we do is going to have 
an environmental impact). Manchester Greenways is a 
concept for providing this di"erent kind of fuel.

With radical surgery you deal with a speci!c problem 
and cope with the unpleasant side e"ects. It is costly and 
damaging to do but worthwhile if it enables life to continue 
normally thereafter.

The concept here is based around focusing on the symptoms 
of the problem in order to neutralise their negative impact 
whilst developing the positive potential of the existing 
infrastructure; make the most of what we have.

The most problematic symptoms of our movement in and 
out of the City Centre are congestion (not enough space for 
our means of transport) and the severance it causes to the 
areas outside the centre (lateral movement within and to and 
from outer areas is limited by the nature of the radial routes). 
In our existing arrangement the last three to four miles of 
the journey into the City Centre is incredibly ine#cient in 
terms of our time and energy consumed and causes major 
severance to the surrounding and adjoining communities.

IT’S ABOUT INCREASING MOVEMENT 
CAPACITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY...(A DIFFERENT KIND OF FUEL?)
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£6,689
Annual running costs for cars versus bikes - RAC & Sustrans
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THE ENEMY



£2.9b = £230  
per cyclist 
annually

GROSS CYCLING 
PRODUCT

208m CYCLE JOURNEYS TAKEN 
ACROSS THE UK IN 2010

S K Y  R I D E

TOTAL ANNUAL 
COST OF TREATING 
OBESITY = £4.2b

Regular Cyclists take 1 less  
sick day than non-cyclists

•  saving the economy £128m a year in 
reduced absenteeism

•  inactivity costs in the UK = £760m 
per annum

WORK PERFORMANCE

1

£1.3m 
new 
cyclists

•  22,000 daily journeys
•  200,00 Sky Ride 

participants

PARTICIPATION

= value of 1m additional 
Regular Cyclists over next  
two years

MARKET POTENTIAL

£141m

REGULAR

VALUE TO THE ECONOMY

OCCASIONALFREQUENT

1 AN EXTRA 12,000 
MILES OF CYCLE 
NETWORKS

3.7m  
bikes sold 
•  28 per cent increase in 

volume of cycle sales
•  £51m of which were 

British-built
•  Generating £1.62b

MARKET

40% OF HOUSEHOLDS 
OWN A BIKE£958m £717m £801m

CYCLING ACCESSORIES   
= £853m PER ANNUM

OLYMPICS

LEISURE AND 
RECREATION

* *

*
*

*

**
HEALTH

PREFERENTIAL TRAFFIC 
SIGNALSRISING FUEL COSTS

MOTIVATIONS FOR CYCLING

CARBON 
NEUTRALCOMMUTING

200% Expansion of the 
National Cycle 
Network

INFRASTRUCTURE

23,000
Employed directly in cycling 
economy generating over £500m 
in wages and £100m in taxes

EMPLOYMENT

 THE BRITISH CYCLING ECONOMY
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