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Workshop Notes 
 
As part of the GM Mayor, Andy Burnham’s Green Summit listening events, Louise Marix Evans and Gill Fenna, 

Quantum Strategy & Technology, with Ryan Bellinson, Sheffield University, held a participatory workshop with 

conference attendees to gather consensus on the focus question:  

A Green Carbon Neutral Greater Manchester has:  

A summary of the results are provided below in order of the strength of the theme. The first listed are those 

with the most consensus.  

Connections and co-benefits, engagement, understanding and health and happiness featured. Connections 

for transport, nature, access to nature and an emotional connection to nature and greenspace that supports 

our wellbeing and health.  

Nature & Green Space – this was a very strong theme, describing good quality, attractive, multifunctional 

green spaces that perform a plethora of functions. The role of gardens in flood prevention, cooling and 

cleaning air was also mentioned. 

Sponge City – a related strong theme: green walls, roofs, spaces and SUDs with a focus on natural flood 

management. Natural cooling and flood resilience.  

Green & Blue Corridors – well managed, ecologically rich interconnecting natural corridors linking 

greenspaces, people and places and threading throughout the city.  

Trees – sustainable, managed street trees and hedges throughout the city, towns and parks, including hedges 

that soak up pollution.  

Community buy-in – this was a very strong theme including – communities that understand, love and care for 

their local green spaces, support and are mobilised to engage with their local green infrastructure. Increasing 

the % of population engaged with nature and their knowledge of locations, volunteers to lead and guide.  

Planning – integrating sustainable development at the heart of decision-making, delivering high quality public 

realm, integrating green infrastructure into new developments and safeguarding the greenbelt.  

Food – city farms, vegetable growing, local food outlets and hubs, fruit trees throughout the city. At a policy 

level, farming valued and supported for the food, recreation, flood risk reduction it provides and local food is 

supported through public procurement.  



  
 

 

            
 

Travel and green networks – very strong themes of active travel (walking, cycling) in terms of infrastructure 

and policy. Also connected networks for this were key, not just patchwork projects. Public transport, walking 

and cycling to be the main methods of travel to work. Sustainable travel methods to green space.  

Buildings – carbon neutral buildings used to their full potential, with green roofs, gardens, green walls, health 

plants (heathers, bilberries) and solar PV if not a green roof.  

Policies that deliver – delivering GI at a high standard as a minimum; contribution to the Sustainable 

Development Goals and advertising GI successes.  

Energy – referred to zero carbon energy generation, solar PV, smart buildings and district heat.  

Water – clean, healthy rivers, waterbodies and wetlands with good status. Connections and good agriculture 

reducing runoff.  

Waste – zero landfill and bottle deposit scheme for GM. 

Environmental Justice – consideration of the impacts of climate change beyond GM and focus on equality 

within GM and beyond.  

Good Ageing – provision for the future for multi-generational communities and housing.  

Exercise and sport – play spaces, school playgrounds with wild natural space, access to exercise and to be in 

nature for physical and mental wellbeing, including GP Green Prescriptions.  

Skills & Jobs – A showcase of green industries, and development for green and blue jobs (there is a focus on 

maintenance of greenspaces and green infrastructure once installed).  

Peat – functioning peat bogs, reserves and wooded uplands.  

Themed Challenges & Solutions  

Table groups elected two themes each. They identified challenges and solutions to delivery. 

Themes emerging from the solutions to delivery covered:  

 GM wide GI strategy crossing LA barriers  

 GM planning policy for net green gain and developer offsetting on constrained sites 

 Funding and investment that breaks down silos and short-termism  

 Community engagement and access for all, particularly sections of GM population who do not use 

green space  

 Deeper understanding of maximising the role and benefits of green space and ongoing maintenance. 

 
 


