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MACF Eco-Neighbourhoods

What is the Manchester Eco
Neighbourhoods Programme?

Eco Neighbourhoods is Manchester’s
community action programme that
supports our city’s climate change
action plan. An Eco Neighbourhood
could be an place; for example, a
neighbourhood, an estate, a row of
houses, a group of businesses, or a
group of people who use a building,
such as a school, sports centre,
community building, a library, or
group of people such as a residents
association or even a group of friends or
parents who want to see change in their
neighbourhood.

What all Eco Neighbourhoods have in
common is that there is a set of people
willing to take responsible for getting
others in their community to make the
change they want. Change that will
benefit society and the environment.
Perhaps this could be by making the
area look nicer through tree planting,
through getting people involved
in volunteering to provide training
opportunities to get them back into
work, to help save money through
reducing their energy bills, by installing
a community generation scheme in a
community building, and help to combat
climate change too – the list is endless!

The aim is to build networks of
effective environmental activity
across communities, building links
to other groups and activities so that
communities are able to share best
practise, learn from each other, and
pool resources and experience.
In spring 2015, Groundwork held five
eco neighbourhood workshops across
Manchester, inviting local people to
come together so that they could share
their experiences and knowledge
for others to learn from and become
inspired.
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Biodiversity & Greening

Green spaces and the biodiversity they
support are an important part of our
city scape; trees provide us with air we
breathe, our parks, gardens, allotments
and canals and rivers provide valuable
habitats for wildlife and are a welcome
green backdrop, as well as areas for
play and recreation. Greater Manchester has an estimated 10 million trees
and that amount continues to grow
City of Trees
Red Rose Forest and The Oglesby
Charitable Trust are leading a new
movement, to double the tree cover in
Greater Manchester. They also want to
improve access to existing woodland
and ensure they are well managed and,
where possible, local communities can
have an active role in caring for them.
Red Rose Forest is working on a new
project with a whole host of private
and public sector partners called City
of Trees that will aim to plant 3 million
trees across Greater Manchester, one
for every man, woman and child that
lives there.

Groundwork
www.groundwork.org.uk
The Kings Reach Bridleway in Stockport linking the Town Centre to Heaton
Mersey, Cheadle and Didsbury, along a
1.2km stretch of the River Mersey. This
has been improved providing a highquality pedestrian, cycle and equestrian
route for both commuters and recreational users. As part of the project
several volunteering days were held
resulting in resurfacing of the path, new
light, new benches and planting of trees
and native plants along the route.
Red Rose Forest
www.redroseforest.org.uk
Red Rose Forest is the Community
Forest for Greater Manchester working to transform a large part of Greater
Manchester into a greener, healthier
and more satisfying place to live, work
and invest. Since 1991 the organisation
has:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Planted over 1,243 hectares of new
woodland,
Brought 3,026 existing woodlands
back in to management
Improved over 728 km of footpaths
into woodlands and open spaces
Planted over 5,000 street trees
Planted 75 new orchards
Organised 18,000 events

Collectively these achievements are
providing communities with a taste of
the countryside on their door steps
and bringing greenery on to the streets
where they live and work. The work that
these organisations deliver is essential
for creating the habitats needed to support a rich diversity of wildlife and key
priority species for Greater Manchester.

“
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You have saved my life. Coming to the
gardens has saved my life. You are all so
very nice and welcoming. You occupy me
and make me feel good’
Matt (recovering alcoholic)

Food Growing

Although Manchester has lots of
green spaces, often it’s not suitable or
available for growing food on, so it can
be hard for our residents to get involved
in growing their own food. However
there are lots of opportunities for people
to get together to have a go at growing
fruit and veg, even in the city centre.
Growing food has many benefits for
everyone – and especially young
children as it can educate them in
healthy eating and cooking, as well as
for older people who want to stay active.

Hulme Garden
www.hulmegardencentre.org.uk
This city centre Community Garden
Centre provides an oasis of welcoming
green space which makes it easy for
people to participate in gardening,
allotment growing, community food
growing and horticultural therapy.
From children’s activities, to supported
training sessions; the garden centre
introduces people to a way of life that
can help them to improve their wellbeing in the longer term.

“

Groundwork
www.groundwork.org.uk
Barton Alleyway Greening Project
This alleyway greening competition
gave residents the opportunity to
come together with their neighbours
to plan and implement improvements
to their alleys with support from
Groundwork. Over 200 residents had
the opportunity to secure up to £5,000
for improvements; they came together
to organise and plan the project which
increased awareness of sustainability,
climate change and sustainable
gardening practices.
“Already I think it makes a difference to
the area both in the way they look and
the security aspect of it” Mark, Barton
resident.
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Domestic Energy

These days, and especially as winter
approaches, we all want to save money
at home, and one way is through reducing our energy bills. We can do this by
reducing the amount of energy we use
every day ( turning lights off, turning
heating down, buying A+ rated electrical
appliances). We can also shop around
by switching energy suppliers for better
energy deals, and by going one step
further: making our homes more energy
efficient. This can be expensive, so if
there is a way of making it cheaper,
most people are going to jump at the
chance!

Carbon Coop carbon.coop
Carbon Co-op are a community benefit
society who offers advice, assessments
and training to householders interested
in retrofitting their homes with energy
saving improvements and runs a series
of Green Open Homes events and tours
throughout Greater Manchester.
The last year has seen a series of
eco-home retrofits with home owners
benefitting from zero interest loans and
works procured via the Carbon Co-op.

I would definitely
recommend a retrofit and
working with Carbon Co-op
Dom McCann

“

Members have benefited from multiple
energy-saving improvements including
solid wall insulation, solar panels, triple
glazed windows and passive ventilation systems. Often householders have
reduced their energy bills by 80% and
some householders are left paying just
a few hundred pounds a year in energy
costs.
The works are estimated to be saving
31 tonnes of carbon every year across
all the homes. Watch members videos
here: carbon.coop
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Schools Energy

Education is key to changing people’s
perspective. Educating children in a fun
and friendly way about saving energy
will hopefully make a difference in the
future as this generation grows older.
And engaging with children helps get
the information through to their parents;
when parents see and hear about energy efficiency from their children, they
are more likely to change.
Manchester Environmental Education
Network (MEEN) http://www.meen.org.
uk/
MEEN works with schools to help them
reduce their energy bills by organising
energy audits, linking schools to the
City Council’s Energy Management Unit
(EMU), and helping set up conferences
and twilight sessions for pupils, teachers and parents, as seeing and hearing
what others have achieved can inspire
action.

MEEN also ran a project in partnership
with the EMU who installed energy efficient lighting and improved insulation
in three schools. MEEN worked with
pupils to change behaviours through
monitoring, setting up school ‘draught
squads’ and running low energy days.
Currently MEEN is focused on delivering learning and understanding about
Climate Change, using the pupil to
teach their peers and adults about the
issues.
As one pupil stated following a session
teaching adults:
“Some of them have been around for
what, fifty years? You’d think they’d
know about this, but they don’t!”
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Healthy Walks & Cycling

The benefits of regular exercise are well
documented; from maintaining a healthy
weight, keeping fit and healthy, getting our kids more active and generally
enjoying the outdoors – walking and
cycling are free and fun ways of keeping
healthy.
Red Rose Forest
By improving access to woodlands and
green spaces Red Rose Forest are
creating opportunities for communities
to benefit from healthy lifestyles such as
walking and cycling. Working with key
partners such as Transport for Greater
Manchester (TfGM) through walking
projects such as Manchester’s Green
Corridor promotes and encourages
Manchester’s residents to walk more.
The Green Corridor is made up of 14
routes, each walk averaging 4 miles,
that links the city’s 138 parks. 31 of
which have been awarded green flag
status.
Many of the parks already have regular
activities and health walks associated
with them, so the development of the

Green Corridor is seen as an opportunity to promote these and to extend
the provision. Manchester also has an
established network of trained walk
leaders and the ability to continue to
deliver walk leader training in the future.
This initiative is a partnership between
Manchester City Council; Manchester
Mental Health & Social Care Trust’s
Physical Activity Referral Scheme and
Public Health Development Service;
Red Rose Forest and The Ramblers
For more information on the walks
available in Greater Manchester, head
to http://www.gettingmanchestermoving.
nhs.uk/
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Contacts

Groundwork
Deborah Murray, Operations and
Development Director
Groundwork MSSTT
T: 0161 220 1056
E: Deborah.Murray@groundwork.org.uk
Twitter: @GW_MSSTT

Hulme Garden
Rachel Summerscales, Centre
Manager
T: 0161 227 8198
W: HulmeGardenCentre.org.uk
Twitter: @hulmeCgardenC
Facebook: HulmeGardenCentre
Visit: 28 Old Birley St, M15 5RG

Red Rose Forest
Pete Stringer
T: 0161 8721660
W: www.redroseforest.co.uk
Twitter: @redroseforest

Carbon Coop
Jonathan Atkinson, Carbon Coop Project Manager
T: 0161 408 6492
E: info@carbon.coop
W: http://carbon.coop
Twitter: @carboncoop

Manchester Environmental
Education Network
Raichael Lock
E: coordinator@meen.org.uk
Twitter: @meenorguk
Facebook: Manchester Environmental Education Network
Manchester: A Certain Future
Steph Lynch
Events & Communications Lead
/ Volunteer Manager
E: manchesteracf@gmail.com
W: http://macf.ontheplatform.org.
uk
Twitter: @macf_mcr
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Funding Sources for Community
Environmental Projects

Note: This is an outline guide only and covers funds which are
specifically for environmental work.
Awards for All
Big Lottery Fund www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/AwardsFor-All
Apply anytime and easy to apply for between £300 up to
£10,000.
Underrepresented in Greater Manchester so worth applying
for.
Affinity Sutton Community Grants
www.groundwork.org.uk/affinity-sutton
Provided by Affinity Sutton (social housing provider) but
managed through Groundwork, strands include community
action and greening.
Closing dates are Feb 2016 and September 2016.
A Team Foundation
www.ateamfoundation.org
Funds projects around concept of children and sustainability,
especially around food growing and health.
Biffa Awards
www.biffa-award.org
Building Biodiversity theme, funding between £10,000
and £50,000 for projects located within 10 miles of a Biffa
operation and within 10 miles of a licensed landfill site. Does
not fund equipment or running costs.
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk
Environment is one of their five strands; Food is another.
Funds various directly relevant projects, mostly to the tune of
around £30,000.
Garfield Weston Foundation
www.garfieldweston.org
Environment is one of their strands.
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust
www.jrct.org.uk
“Sustainable Future” is one of their strands, limited to small
grants.

Roddick Foundation
www.theroddickfoundation.org
Environment is one of their strands. Have funded Slow Food
UK, Tree Aid, Soil Association, Buglife and various other
environmental initiatives.
TESCO community scheme.
www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme
Funded by the 5p single use plastic bag fee. Two rounds a
year over three years. Current round open until 12 noon on
27th November, so get applying!
Veolia Trust
www.veoliatrust.org/funding
Similar to Biffa this landfill grant funding is for projects close
to a Veolia site using an online postcode checker. Grants
average £25,000 to £30,000 but can be up to £100K.
4 x Open/ Closing dates over the next year
•
28 August 2015 / 7 Dec 2015
•
20 November 2015 / 7 March 2016
•
26 February 2016 / 6 June 2016
•
26 May 2016 / 12 September 2016
Woodward Family Trust
www.Woodwardcharitabletrtust.org.uk
One of the Sainsbury trusts, with a particular interest in the
environment.
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How Can I Get Involved?

Volunteer through MACF Volunteer
programme.
Come to an MACF event (calendar)
Sigh up to our newsletter
Follow us on twitter
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Switch to a green energy tariff
Get on your bike / feet/bus
Eat SMART
Plant bee friendly plants
Join Eco Schools
Be Carbon Literate
Get active – join a campaign group
like FOE.
Write to your MP
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